
worst shooter in nba history

worst shooter in nba history is a topic that often sparks debate among basketball fans and
analysts alike. Shooting ability is a critical skill in the NBA, and players who struggle to score
efficiently frequently stand out—sometimes for all the wrong reasons. Identifying the worst shooter
involves examining shooting percentages, shot selection, and overall impact on team offense. This
article delves into the statistical evidence and historical context around some of the NBA’s least
effective shooters. It will explore the factors behind poor shooting performances, notable players
with notoriously low shooting percentages, and how shooting struggles can affect a player’s career.
Additionally, we will discuss the role of shooting efficiency in modern NBA gameplay and what it
means to be labeled as the worst shooter in NBA history. Following the introduction, the article is
organized into key sections for a thorough analysis.

Defining the Worst Shooter in NBA History

Statistical Analysis of Shooting Efficiency

Notable Players with the Lowest Shooting Percentages

Factors Contributing to Poor Shooting Performance

The Impact of Shooting on Player Careers and Team Success

Defining the Worst Shooter in NBA History

Determining the worst shooter in NBA history requires a clear definition of what constitutes poor
shooting. Shooting efficiency in basketball is generally measured by field goal percentage (FG%),
three-point percentage (3P%), and free throw percentage (FT%). A player with consistently low
percentages across these categories can be considered an inefficient shooter. However, the criteria
can vary depending on the player’s position, role on the team, and era of play. For example, centers
traditionally have lower three-point percentages but are expected to maintain a decent FG% near
the basket. Guards, on the other hand, are often judged more harshly on three-point and free throw
shooting.

Key Metrics for Evaluating Shooting

Several statistics are essential for evaluating shooting ability in the NBA:

Field Goal Percentage (FG%): The ratio of made shots to attempted shots from the field,
including both two- and three-pointers.



Three-Point Percentage (3P%): The ratio of made three-point shots to three-point attempts.

Free Throw Percentage (FT%): The ratio of made free throws to free throw attempts.

Effective Field Goal Percentage (eFG%): Adjusts FG% to account for the added value of
three-point shots.

True Shooting Percentage (TS%): A comprehensive shooting efficiency metric that factors
in free throws and three-pointers.

Players with low marks in these key metrics over significant playing time are often labeled as some
of the worst shooters in NBA history.

Statistical Analysis of Shooting Efficiency

Historical NBA shooting data offers insight into players who struggled with scoring efficiency. Over
the decades, league averages for FG%, 3P%, and FT% have fluctuated, but certain players have
consistently posted numbers well below these averages. Analyzing career shooting statistics helps
identify candidates for the worst shooter title.

Career Shooting Percentages Benchmarks

Typical league averages for shooting percentages in recent years are approximately:

Field Goal Percentage: ~45%

Three-Point Percentage: ~35%

Free Throw Percentage: ~75%

Players significantly below these averages over long careers—especially those who took many
shots—are often considered poor shooters in NBA history.

Lowest Career Field Goal Percentages

Some players have recorded career FG% below 35%, a remarkably low mark indicating substantial
shooting struggles. This includes both perimeter shooters and big men who could not convert
effectively near the basket. These statistics often reflect poor shot selection, lack of shooting skill, or
limited offensive roles.



Notable Players with the Lowest Shooting Percentages

Several NBA players are frequently cited in discussions about the worst shooters due to their
historically low shooting percentages. These players’ careers highlight the challenge of maintaining
efficiency at the highest level of basketball.

Examples of Players with Notoriously Poor Shooting

Brent Barry: While known for his shooting, some seasons showed notable slumps, but he does
not qualify as the worst shooter overall.

Ben Wallace: A defensive stalwart with a career FG% around 41%, Wallace was not known
for shooting but excelled in other areas.

Andre Roberson: Often cited as one of the worst shooters, Roberson’s career FG% hovers
around 38%, with a three-point percentage under 20%.

Chris Dudley: Known more for defense and rebounding, Dudley posted very low shooting
percentages, including FT% below 50%.

Jeremy Lin: Despite moments of offensive success, Lin’s shooting percentages have been
inconsistent, but not the worst historically.

Among these, players like Andre Roberson stand out as modern examples of poor shooting efficiency
despite valuable contributions in other facets of the game.

Factors Contributing to Poor Shooting Performance

Various elements contribute to a player being labeled the worst shooter in NBA history. These
factors can be technical, physical, psychological, or contextual.

Technical and Physical Factors

Mechanics, release timing, and shot selection all influence shooting success. Players with flawed
shooting form or slow release often struggle to score consistently. Physical limitations such as hand
size, strength, and flexibility can also impact shooting ability.



Psychological and Confidence Issues

Confidence plays a crucial role in shooting performance. Players who struggle early in their careers
or face intense pressure may develop shooting slumps or hesitancy that further reduces their
efficiency.

Role and Usage on the Team

Players primarily tasked with defensive assignments or rebounding may not focus on shooting skills,
resulting in poorer shooting statistics. Additionally, limited offensive opportunities can lead to lower
rhythm and accuracy.

The Impact of Shooting on Player Careers and Team
Success

Shooting ability significantly influences a player’s career trajectory and the overall success of their
teams. Poor shooters often face challenges in securing playing time, contracts, and leadership roles.
Conversely, some players compensate with defensive prowess or other skills.

Career Limitations for Poor Shooters

Players labeled as the worst shooters may see their minutes reduced or be relegated to specialized
roles. Teams may hesitate to build offenses around inefficient scorers, affecting contract value and
longevity in the league.

Team Offensive Dynamics

Teams rely on efficient shooting to space the floor and create scoring opportunities. Poor shooters
can clog offensive spacing, forcing teammates to adjust and potentially lowering overall team
effectiveness.

Examples of Teams Managing Poor Shooters

Utilizing poor shooters primarily for defense or rebounding roles.

Limiting their shot attempts to high-percentage opportunities.



Deploying offensive schemes that minimize reliance on inefficient shooters.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the worst shooter in NBA history?
Many consider Andre Miller to be one of the worst shooters in NBA history, especially from three-
point range, despite being an excellent playmaker.

What statistics define the worst shooter in NBA history?
The worst shooter in NBA history is typically defined by low shooting percentages, such as field goal
percentage, three-point percentage, and free throw percentage, often below league averages.

Are there any players with historically low shooting
percentages in the NBA?
Yes, players like Andre Miller and Ben Wallace had notoriously low shooting percentages,
particularly from three-point range, despite their other strengths.

Did any NBA player hold records for poor shooting accuracy?
Yes, some players hold records for lowest career shooting percentages, such as Chuck Nevitt with a
very low field goal percentage in limited attempts.

Can a player be valuable in the NBA despite being a poor
shooter?
Absolutely. Players like Ben Wallace and Dennis Rodman were defensive specialists and valuable
team contributors despite poor shooting skills.

Has poor shooting ability affected a player's career longevity
in the NBA?
It can, but not always. Some poor shooters have long careers due to other skills like defense,
passing, and leadership.

Which position typically has the worst shooters in NBA
history?
Typically, big men or centers who focus more on defense and rebounding than shooting have lower
shooting percentages, but this varies widely by player.



How has the importance of shooting changed in the NBA over
time?
Shooting, especially three-point shooting, has become increasingly important in the NBA, making
poor shooters less common and often less valuable in today's game.

Additional Resources
1. Airballs and Infamy: The NBA’s Worst Shooters
This book dives into the careers of the NBA’s most notoriously poor shooters, examining how their
lack of accuracy impacted their teams and legacies. Through detailed statistics and personal
anecdotes, it reveals the struggles these players faced on the court. It also explores how some
managed to carve out roles despite their shooting woes.

2. The Bricks That Built Legends: NBA's Worst Shooters
Focusing on the infamous "bricks" thrown up by some of the league’s worst shooters, this book
offers a mix of humor and hard-hitting analysis. It looks at how these players coped with their
shooting inefficiencies and the ways coaches adapted their play styles. Readers gain insight into the
mental and technical challenges behind poor shooting.

3. Off-Target: The Untold Stories of NBA’s Worst Shooters
Off-Target uncovers the personal stories behind some of the NBA’s least accurate shooters,
highlighting their perseverance and passion for the game despite their shortcomings. The book
includes interviews, career highlights, and reflections on how shooting struggles shaped their
basketball journey. It’s a compelling look at determination in the face of adversity.

4. Bricklayers: The NBA’s History of Awful Shooters
This comprehensive history traces the lineage of the NBA’s worst shooters from its early days to the
modern era. The book analyzes shooting percentages, game footage, and fan reactions to paint a
vivid picture of these players’ challenges. It also discusses how shooting standards and expectations
have evolved over time.

5. When the Shot Won't Fall: Tales of NBA’s Worst Shooters
This collection of stories delves into the moments when shots just would not fall, exploring the
psychological toll on players labeled as poor shooters. It provides a nuanced view of how these
athletes dealt with criticism, self-doubt, and the pressure to improve. The book also highlights
moments of unexpected success and redemption.

6. Brick by Brick: Lessons from NBA’s Worst Shooters
Brick by Brick offers an educational perspective on what can be learned from the shooting struggles
of certain NBA players. It breaks down shooting mechanics gone wrong and offers insights from
coaches and trainers on improvement strategies. This book is both a cautionary tale and a guide for
aspiring players.

7. The Curse of the Brick: NBA’s Most Inaccurate Shooters
Exploring the concept of the “brick curse,” this book investigates how some NBA players became
synonymous with missed shots. It looks at psychological factors, team dynamics, and external
pressures that contributed to their poor shooting performances. The narrative is both analytical and
empathetic, providing a balanced view.



8. Missing the Mark: NBA Players Who Couldn’t Shoot
Missing the Mark profiles several NBA players who struggled with shooting accuracy, detailing their
careers and the impact of their shooting on their teams’ success. It also discusses how these players
adapted by excelling in other areas such as defense or playmaking. The book highlights that
shooting is just one aspect of a complex game.

9. From Bricks to Breakthroughs: NBA Shooters Who Overcame the Odds
This inspiring book focuses on players who started as some of the worst shooters in the NBA but
worked tirelessly to improve their skills. It features stories of hard work, coaching, and resilience
that led to remarkable turnarounds. Readers are encouraged by the message that dedication can
overcome even the toughest challenges on the court.
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