
write an algebraic expression for each verbal
expression
write an algebraic expression for each verbal expression is a fundamental skill in algebra that
bridges language and mathematics. This process involves translating words and phrases into
mathematical symbols and expressions, enabling problem-solving and analysis. Mastering how to
write algebraic expressions from verbal statements is essential for students, educators, and
professionals who work with quantitative data. This article explores the principles behind this
translation, common verbal phrases and their corresponding algebraic forms, and practical tips to
accurately represent various scenarios. Understanding the syntax and semantics of verbal
expressions facilitates the creation of precise algebraic models, which are crucial in fields such as
engineering, economics, and computer science. The following sections will provide a detailed guide
on identifying key terms, forming expressions, and applying these skills in diverse contexts.

Understanding Key Terms in Verbal Expressions

Common Verbal Phrases and Their Algebraic Expressions

Steps to Write Algebraic Expressions from Verbal Statements

Examples of Writing Algebraic Expressions for Complex Verbal Phrases

Practical Applications and Tips for Accurate Expression Writing

Understanding Key Terms in Verbal Expressions
Before writing an algebraic expression for each verbal expression, it is crucial to comprehend the
key terms commonly used in verbal statements. These terms often indicate specific mathematical
operations or relationships. Words such as “sum,” “difference,” “product,” and “quotient” directly
correspond to addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division, respectively. Other phrases may
imply variables or constants and require careful interpretation to determine their algebraic
representation. Recognizing these keywords ensures that the resulting algebraic expression
accurately reflects the intended meaning of the verbal phrase.

Common Mathematical Operation Keywords
The foundation of writing algebraic expressions relies heavily on identifying operation keywords
within verbal expressions. These include:

Sum: Indicates addition (e.g., “the sum of a number and five” translates to x + 5).

Difference: Suggests subtraction (e.g., “the difference between a number and three” becomes
x - 3).



Product: Refers to multiplication (e.g., “the product of seven and a number” is 7x).

Quotient: Denotes division (e.g., “the quotient of a number and four” corresponds to x ÷ 4 or
x/4).

Increased by, decreased by: Implies addition or subtraction, respectively.

Twice, thrice, double: Indicate multiplication by 2, 3, or 2 respectively.

Variables and Constants in Verbal Expressions
Variables represent unknown quantities often expressed using letters such as x, y, or n, while
constants are fixed numerical values. Verbal expressions may reference “a number,” “an integer,” or
“a quantity,” all typically represented by variables. Identifying these elements is essential to
formulating accurate algebraic expressions. For example, “five more than a number” uses the
variable for the number plus the constant five, resulting in x + 5.

Common Verbal Phrases and Their Algebraic
Expressions
Many verbal expressions follow predictable patterns that correspond to specific algebraic
expressions. Familiarity with these common phrases enhances the ability to write algebraic
expressions quickly and correctly. This section lists several typical verbal expressions and their
algebraic counterparts to provide a useful reference.

Basic Arithmetic Phrases
These phrases denote simple arithmetic operations, which form the basis for more complex
expressions.

The sum of a number and a constant: x + c

The difference between two numbers: x - y

The product of a number and a constant: x × c or cx

The quotient of a number and a constant: x ÷ c or x/c

A number increased by a constant: x + c

A number decreased by a constant: x - c



More Complex Phrases
Some verbal expressions involve multiple operations or combinations of variables and constants that
require careful translation.

The sum of twice a number and seven: 2x + 7

The difference between a number and five, divided by three: (x - 5)/3

The product of three and the sum of a number and four: 3(x + 4)

The quotient of the difference of a number and two and five: (x - 2)/5

Five less than twice a number: 2x - 5

Steps to Write Algebraic Expressions from Verbal
Statements
Writing algebraic expressions from verbal expressions requires a systematic approach to ensure
accuracy. This process involves several key steps that transform language into mathematical
notation effectively.

Identify the Unknowns and Assign Variables
The first step is to recognize the unknown quantities described in the verbal expression and assign
appropriate variables to them. Common variables include x, y, or n. For instance, in the phrase “a
number increased by five,” the unknown is “a number,” which can be assigned the variable x.

Determine the Operations and Their Order
Next, identify the mathematical operations implied by keywords such as “sum,” “product,”
“difference,” and “quotient.” It is also important to recognize the order in which these operations
occur, especially when more than one operation is involved. Parentheses may be needed to group
terms correctly, as in “the product of three and the sum of a number and four” (3(x + 4)).

Translate Verbal Expressions into Symbols
After understanding the variables and operations, the next step is to convert the verbal expression
into algebraic notation. This involves substituting variables for unknowns, constants for numbers,
and symbols for operations. For example, “five less than twice a number” translates to 2x - 5.



Review and Simplify the Expression
Finally, review the expression to ensure it accurately reflects the original verbal statement and
simplify where possible. Simplification may include combining like terms or rewriting the expression
in standard form.

Examples of Writing Algebraic Expressions for Complex
Verbal Phrases
Applying the steps outlined above, this section presents detailed examples of writing algebraic
expressions from more intricate verbal expressions, demonstrating the process clearly.

Example 1: The sum of three times a number and four less
than twice the number
This phrase involves two distinct parts: “three times a number” and “four less than twice the
number.” Assigning the variable x to “a number,” the expression translates as:

3x + (2x - 4)

This expression can be further simplified to 5x - 4.

Example 2: The quotient of the sum of a number and six and
twice the difference of the number and two
Breaking down the phrase:

The sum of a number and six: x + 6

The difference of the number and two: x - 2

Twice the difference: 2(x - 2)

The quotient of these two parts is expressed as:

(x + 6) ÷ 2(x - 2) or (x + 6) / [2(x - 2)]

Example 3: Five more than the product of a number and the
difference between seven and the number
Here, assign x to the number. The product of the number and the difference between seven and the
number translates to:

x(7 - x)

Adding five more than this product gives the expression:



x(7 - x) + 5

Practical Applications and Tips for Accurate Expression
Writing
Writing algebraic expressions from verbal expressions is not only a classroom exercise but also an
essential skill in numerous practical applications. It aids in formulating equations for problem-
solving in science, business, and technology.

Applications in Real-World Problems
Many real-world scenarios require translating verbal statements into algebraic expressions.
Examples include calculating expenses, determining distances, analyzing rates of change, and
modeling growth or decay. Understanding how to write algebraic expressions enables professionals
to create mathematical models that support decision-making and forecasting.

Tips for Accuracy and Clarity
To write algebraic expressions accurately, consider the following tips:

Read the verbal expression carefully: Identify all variables, constants, and operations1.
before writing the expression.

Use parentheses when necessary: Group terms appropriately to reflect the correct order of2.
operations.

Double-check the translation: Verify that the expression matches the original verbal3.
statement in meaning.

Simplify the expression: Where possible, combine like terms and write the expression in its4.
simplest form.

Practice with diverse examples: Familiarity with various verbal phrases improves speed and5.
accuracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the algebraic expression for 'the sum of a number x
and 7'?
The algebraic expression is x + 7.



How do you write an expression for '5 less than a number y'?
The algebraic expression is y - 5.

Write an algebraic expression for '3 times the sum of a
number a and 4'.
The algebraic expression is 3(a + 4).

What expression represents 'the quotient of a number n and
6'?
The algebraic expression is n ÷ 6 or n/6.

How do you express 'twice a number m decreased by 9'
algebraically?
The algebraic expression is 2m - 9.

Additional Resources
1. Algebra Made Simple: Translating Words to Expressions
This book offers a clear and straightforward approach to converting verbal expressions into
algebraic expressions. It breaks down common phrases and teaches readers how to identify
keywords that signal specific operations. Perfect for beginners, it includes plenty of practice
problems with detailed explanations to build confidence.

2. Mastering Algebraic Expressions: From Words to Symbols
Designed for middle school students, this book focuses on the essential skill of writing algebraic
expressions from verbal descriptions. It provides step-by-step strategies, examples, and exercises to
reinforce understanding. The book also explores various types of expressions, helping learners
recognize patterns and improve problem-solving skills.

3. Word Problems to Algebraic Expressions: A Practical Guide
This guide helps students transition from reading word problems to forming algebraic expressions
accurately. It emphasizes comprehension skills and shows how to identify variables and constants
within verbal statements. With real-world examples, it encourages critical thinking and application
of algebra in everyday contexts.

4. Understanding Algebraic Language: Expressions and Equations
Focusing on the language of algebra, this book teaches how to interpret and write expressions based
on verbal cues. It includes explanations of common algebraic terms and symbols, making the
translation process easier. The book also provides exercises that gradually increase in difficulty to
challenge learners at all levels.

5. Translating Verbal Statements into Algebraic Expressions
This resource offers comprehensive lessons on converting sentences into algebraic expressions. It



highlights common pitfalls and offers tips to avoid mistakes. Through practice problems and quizzes,
readers can test their skills and gain confidence in algebraic translation.

6. Algebra Expressions from Words: A Step-by-Step Approach
Ideal for visual learners, this book uses diagrams and charts to illustrate how verbal descriptions
correspond to algebraic expressions. It breaks down complex sentences into manageable parts and
shows how each part translates into mathematical symbols. The approach helps students grasp
abstract concepts more concretely.

7. From Words to Algebra: Building Strong Foundations
This book aims to strengthen foundational algebra skills by focusing on verbal-to-algebraic
expression translation. It integrates vocabulary building with mathematical practice, ensuring
learners understand both the language and the math. The book also includes review sections and
practice tests to track progress.

8. Express Yourself: Writing Algebraic Expressions from Word Problems
Targeting problem-solving skills, this book teaches how to express real-life situations algebraically.
It guides readers through identifying relevant information and structuring expressions logically. The
engaging examples and challenges make learning interactive and enjoyable.

9. Decoding Algebra: Verbal Expressions to Algebraic Form
This book decodes the process of transforming verbal expressions into algebraic form through clear
explanations and examples. It covers a wide range of expression types, from simple sums to more
complex operations involving multiple variables. The practice exercises reinforce comprehension
and prepare students for higher-level algebra.
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