writing a sermon template

Writing a sermon template is a crucial skill for any preacher or pastor looking to effectively
communicate spiritual truths and inspire their congregation. A sermon template serves as a guide,
helping to organize thoughts, structure the message, and ensure that key points are communicated
clearly. In this article, we will explore the essential elements of a sermon template, the different types

of sermons, and tips for effective sermon writing.

Understanding the Purpose of a Sermon

Before diving into the components of a sermon template, it’s important to understand the purpose of a

sermon. At its core, a sermon aims to:

1. Communicate Biblical Truths: A sermon is an opportunity to share the message of the Bible,
applying it to the lives of the congregation.

2. Inspire and Encourage: Sermons are designed to uplift and motivate listeners, encouraging them in
their spiritual journeys.

3. Challenge and Convict: A well-crafted sermon can challenge individuals to reflect on their lives and
make necessary changes.

4. Teach and Educate: Sermons often serve an educational purpose, providing insights into Scripture

and Christian doctrine.

Components of a Sermon Template

A well-structured sermon template typically includes the following components:



1. Title

The title should be engaging and reflective of the sermon’s main theme. It sets the tone and gives the

congregation an idea of what to expect.

2. Scripture Passage

Select a key scripture passage that will serve as the foundation for your sermon. This passage should

directly relate to the theme and provide a basis for your message.

3. Introduction

The introduction is crucial for capturing the audience's attention. It should accomplish the following:
- Provide context for the scripture.

- Present the main idea or theme of the sermon.

- Hook the audience with a relevant story, question, or statistic.

4. Main Points

Organize the body of the sermon into 2-4 main points. Each point should:

- Be clearly defined and easy to follow.
- Relate back to the main theme.

- Be supported by scripture, illustrations, and practical applications.



5. lllustrations and Applications

Incorporate stories, analogies, or personal experiences that illustrate your points. This helps to make
the message relatable and memorable. Additionally, provide practical applications for each point,

allowing the congregation to see how they can implement the message in their daily lives.

6. Conclusion

The conclusion should summarize the main points and reinforce the message. It’s also a good place to

issue a call to action, encouraging the congregation to respond to the sermon.

/. Prayer

End the sermon with a prayer that reflects the message shared. This can be a prayer for guidance,

strength, or a commitment to apply the lessons learned.

Types of Sermons

Understanding the different types of sermons can help in writing a sermon template that meets specific

needs. Here are a few common types:

1. Expository Sermons

Expository sermons focus primarily on explaining a particular passage of scripture. The goal is to

uncover the original meaning and apply it to contemporary life. A sermon template for an expository



sermon would emphasize:
- Detailed analysis of the scripture.

- Explanation of historical and cultural context.

- Application of the truths uncovered.

2. Topical Sermons

Topical sermons address specific themes or issues, drawing from multiple scripture passages. When

creating a template for a topical sermon, you should:
- Identify a relevant theme.

- Use various scripture references to support the theme.

- Provide practical application across the different passages.

3. Narrative Sermons

Narrative sermons tell a story to convey a biblical truth. The template for a narrative sermon might

include:

- A compelling story that illustrates the scripture.
- Integration of scripture throughout the narrative.

- Exploration of characters and their messages.

4. Thematic Sermons

Thematic sermons revolve around a specific theological or moral theme, often explored over a series



of sermons. A template for a thematic sermon could look like:

- Defining the theme and its significance.
- Exploring various aspects of the theme over several sermons.

- Encouraging congregation engagement with the theme through activities or discussions.

Tips for Writing an Effective Sermon Template

Creating a sermon template is not a one-size-fits-all process. Here are some tips to help you craft an

effective template:

1. Know Your Audience

Understanding the demographics and needs of your congregation is essential. Tailor your message

and examples to resonate with them.

2. Pray for Guidance

Prayer is an integral part of the sermon writing process. Seek God’s wisdom and clarity as you

prepare your message.

3. Keep It Simple

Aim for clarity and simplicity in your message. Avoid overly complex language or convoluted points

that may confuse the audience.



4. Use Visual Aids

Incorporating visual aids, such as slides or handouts, can enhance understanding and retention of the

message.

5. Practice Delivery

Once your sermon is written, practice delivering it aloud. This can help you identify areas that need

refinement and ensure that your delivery is smooth and confident.

6. Seek Feedback

Consider sharing your sermon with trusted colleagues or mentors for constructive feedback. This can

help you identify strengths and areas for improvement.

Conclusion

Writing a sermon template is a valuable skill that can enhance your preaching effectiveness. By
structuring your message thoughtfully and considering the needs of your audience, you can create
impactful sermons that communicate God’s truth in a compelling way. Remember to be flexible with
your template, allowing room for the Holy Spirit to guide you as you prepare and deliver your
message. With practice and dedication, you will become more proficient in writing sermon templates

that inspire and challenge your congregation.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a sermon template?

A sermon template is a structured outline that helps preachers organize their thoughts, themes, and

key points for a sermon, ensuring clarity and coherence in the message.

Why should | use a sermon template?

Using a sermon template can save time in preparation, provide a clear framework for delivering
messages, and help maintain focus on the core message while ensuring all essential elements are

covered.

What key elements should a sermon template include?

A sermon template typically includes an introduction, main points with supporting scripture, illustrations
or anecdotes, application for the audience, and a conclusion or call to action.

How can | create a sermon template that suits my preaching style?

To create a personalized sermon template, consider your unique preaching style, audience needs,
preferred structure (e.g., narrative, topical), and incorporate feedback from past sermons to refine your

approach.

Are there different types of sermon templates?

Yes, there are various types of sermon templates, including expository, topical, narrative, and thematic

templates, each catering to different preaching methods and scripture interpretations.

How detailed should a sermon template be?

The level of detail in a sermon template can vary; some preachers prefer a detailed outline with bullet

points, while others may opt for a more flexible framework that allows for spontaneity during delivery.



Can | find sermon template examples online?

Yes, there are many resources available online that offer sermon template examples, including
websites, blogs, and preaching software, which can serve as inspiration for creating your own.
How can | adapt my sermon template for different audiences?

To adapt your sermon template for different audiences, consider their backgrounds, needs, and
interests, and adjust your language, examples, and applications accordingly to ensure relevance and

engagement.
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