
writing contests for elementary students 2023

writing contests for elementary students 2023 offer a unique opportunity for young writers to develop
their creative skills, gain confidence, and receive recognition for their talents. These contests are designed
specifically to engage elementary-aged children in the art of storytelling, poetry, and essay writing.
Participating in such competitions can encourage students to improve their writing abilities while fostering
a love for literature and self-expression. This article provides a comprehensive guide to the best writing
contests available in 2023 for elementary students, including eligibility criteria, submission guidelines, and
tips for success. Additionally, the article explores the benefits of entering writing contests and how
educators and parents can support young writers throughout the process. By understanding the landscape
of writing contests for elementary students 2023, families and teachers can better navigate opportunities
that inspire and motivate children to excel in writing.
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Top Writing Contests for Elementary Students in 2023
Several reputable writing contests are available for elementary students in 2023, each tailored to various
writing styles and age groups. These contests often include categories such as short stories, poetry, essays,
and creative nonfiction. Below are some of the most prominent contests that encourage young writers to
showcase their skills and creativity.

Scholastic Art & Writing Awards
The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards is one of the oldest and most prestigious writing competitions open
to students in grades 7 through 12, but many regional affiliates also offer categories for younger elementary
students. The contest accepts a wide range of creative writing submissions, including poetry, short stories,
and personal essays. Winners can earn scholarships, publication opportunities, and national recognition.



Young Authors Writing Competition
This contest is specifically designed for elementary school students and promotes original stories and poems.
It encourages children to express their ideas creatively while adhering to submission guidelines. Prizes
often include certificates, books, and opportunities to have work published in anthologies or school
newsletters.

Storybird Writing Contests
Storybird, a popular digital platform for young writers, hosts regular writing contests that are accessible to
elementary students. These contests focus on storytelling with visual prompts and encourage students to
combine creativity with digital literacy. Winners may receive prizes such as Storybird memberships,
publication on the platform, or gift cards.

Library of Congress Letters About Literature
This contest invites students to write letters to authors, living or deceased, explaining how their work
influenced the student’s life. While primarily aimed at middle and high school students, some categories
include elementary participants. The contest nurtures critical thinking and personal reflection through
writing.

Highlights for Children Writing Contests
Highlights magazine, a trusted name in children’s literature, regularly hosts contests for young writers.
These contests often focus on poetry, short stories, and humorous writing. Participants have the chance to
be published in Highlights magazines or online, gaining valuable exposure.

Eligibility and Submission Guidelines
Understanding the eligibility requirements and submission guidelines is crucial for students and parents
interested in writing contests for elementary students 2023. Each contest has specific rules about age, grade
level, word count, format, and deadlines that must be carefully followed to ensure entry acceptance.

Age and Grade Requirements
Most writing contests for elementary students target children in grades K through 6, typically ages 5 to 12.
Some contests specify narrower grade ranges or separate categories by grade level to ensure fair
competition. It is important to verify the exact age or grade eligibility before submitting an entry.



Submission Formats and Word Counts
Writing contests usually require submissions in particular formats, such as typed documents, handwritten
pages, or digital uploads. Word count limits vary widely depending on the contest and category, ranging
from brief poems under 100 words to short stories up to 1,000 words. Adhering to formatting guidelines,
such as font size and margin settings, is also essential.

Deadlines and Entry Procedures
Deadlines for writing contests vary throughout the year, with some contests accepting entries on a rolling
basis and others having strict cut-off dates. Early submissions are recommended to avoid last-minute
complications. Entry procedures may include online submission portals, email entries, or mailed hard copies.
Parents and educators should review all instructions carefully to ensure successful entry.

Benefits of Participating in Writing Contests
Engagement in writing contests for elementary students 2023 provides numerous developmental and
academic advantages. These opportunities motivate children to practice writing and develop skills that
extend beyond the classroom.

Enhancement of Writing Skills
Participating in contests challenges students to craft coherent, creative, and polished pieces. The process of
drafting, revising, and submitting work encourages attention to detail and mastery of grammar, vocabulary,
and storytelling techniques.

Boosting Confidence and Motivation
Recognition through awards, publication, or feedback from contest judges can significantly boost a student’s
self-esteem. Knowing that their writing has value motivates young writers to continue honing their craft.

Exposure to Different Writing Styles
Writing contests often encourage experimentation with genres such as poetry, narrative, or persuasive
writing. This exposure helps elementary students broaden their creative range and discover personal
preferences.



Scholarships and Awards
Many contests provide tangible rewards such as scholarships, book prizes, certificates, or publication
opportunities. These incentives can support further educational and literary pursuits.

Tips for Success in Writing Contests
To maximize the chances of success in writing contests for elementary students 2023, careful preparation
and attention to detail are essential. Below are strategies that can help young writers excel in competitions.

Understand the Contest Theme and Rules
Before beginning to write, it is important to carefully read and understand the contest’s theme, writing
prompts, and rules. Following guidelines precisely can prevent disqualification.

Plan and Outline the Writing Piece
Creating an outline helps organize ideas and ensures a logical flow. For stories, this might involve planning
characters, settings, and plot. For essays or letters, outlining main points can improve clarity.

Revise and Edit Thoroughly
Reviewing and revising the draft multiple times improves grammar, punctuation, and overall coherence.
Peer review or assistance from teachers and parents can provide valuable feedback.

Submit Early and Follow Instructions
Submitting work well before the deadline reduces stress and ensures compliance with all submission
requirements. Double-checking formatting and entry details helps avoid common errors.

How Educators and Parents Can Support Young Writers
Support from adults plays a vital role in encouraging participation and success in writing contests for
elementary students 2023. Guidance, motivation, and resources contribute significantly to a child’s writing
journey.



Providing Encouragement and Positive Feedback
Recognizing effort and creativity motivates children to continue writing. Constructive feedback that
highlights strengths and suggests improvements fosters growth without discouragement.

Creating a Conducive Writing Environment
Designating a quiet, comfortable space for writing helps students focus and develop productive habits.
Access to writing materials, dictionaries, and reference books further aids the process.

Helping with Time Management
Assisting children in setting realistic goals and managing their time ensures that writing projects are
completed without last-minute pressure. Breaking tasks into smaller steps can make the process manageable
and enjoyable.

Introducing Resources and Writing Tools
Teachers and parents can introduce age-appropriate writing prompts, guides, and digital tools that inspire
creativity and support skill development. Encouraging participation in writing workshops or clubs also
enhances learning.
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Frequently Asked Questions



What are some popular writing contests for elementary students in 2023?
Popular writing contests for elementary students in 2023 include the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, the
National PTA Reflections Writing Contest, and the Highlights Young Writers Contest.

How can elementary students enter writing contests in 2023?
Elementary students can enter writing contests by visiting the contest websites, reviewing the rules and
eligibility, preparing their entries according to guidelines, and submitting them before the deadline, often
through their school or directly online.

Are there any free writing contests for elementary students in 2023?
Yes, many writing contests for elementary students in 2023 are free to enter, such as the National PTA
Reflections Contest and the Highlights Young Writers Contest, which encourage young writers to
participate without entry fees.

What types of writing are accepted in elementary writing contests in
2023?
Elementary writing contests in 2023 typically accept various types of writing, including short stories,
poems, essays, and sometimes even scripts or personal narratives, depending on the specific contest.

What are the benefits of participating in writing contests for elementary
students?
Participating in writing contests helps elementary students improve their writing skills, gain confidence,
receive feedback, and sometimes earn prizes or publication opportunities, fostering a love for writing.

Where can teachers find writing contests for their elementary students
in 2023?
Teachers can find writing contests for elementary students by checking educational websites, contest
directories like the Scholastic site, local libraries, school district announcements, and organizations like the
National PTA.

What is the typical age range for elementary writing contests in 2023?
The typical age range for elementary writing contests in 2023 is usually from kindergarten through 5th or
6th grade, generally ages 5 to 12, but it varies by contest.



Can elementary students submit group writing projects to contests in
2023?
Some contests allow group submissions while others require individual entries. It's important to check each
contest's guidelines to see if group projects are accepted for 2023.

When do most elementary writing contests hold their submission
deadlines in 2023?
Most elementary writing contests have submission deadlines between late winter and early spring 2023,
though some contests may accept entries year-round or have fall deadlines.

Additional Resources
1. Winning Words: A Guide to Elementary Writing Contests 2023
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the top writing contests available for elementary students in
2023. It includes tips on how to choose the right contest, understand contest rules, and develop strong
writing skills. With sample prompts and successful past entries, young writers can gain inspiration and
confidence to participate and excel.

2. The Young Writer’s Contest Handbook: 2023 Edition
Designed specifically for elementary students, this handbook breaks down the entire contest process from
brainstorming ideas to final submission. It features advice from contest judges and educators, making it
easier for children to understand what makes a winning entry. The 2023 edition highlights new contests
and updated deadlines.

3. Creative Sparks: Inspiring Young Writers for 2023 Contests
A collection of creative exercises and story starters tailored for elementary students preparing for writing
competitions in 2023. This book encourages imagination and unique storytelling while also teaching basic
writing techniques. It’s a perfect companion for students looking to generate fresh ideas and improve their
narrative skills.

4. Step-by-Step Guide to Writing Contests for Kids 2023
This step-by-step manual walks young writers through the entire contest process, including idea
development, drafting, revising, and submitting their work. It includes worksheets and checklists to keep
students organized and motivated. The 2023 edition also offers advice on handling feedback and celebrating
achievements.

5. Write to Win: Elementary Writing Contests and How to Succeed
Focusing on strategies to improve writing and boost confidence, this book helps elementary students
prepare for various writing contests in 2023. It explores different genres such as poetry, short stories, and



essays, offering examples and tips for each. The book also explains how to overcome writing challenges and
avoid common mistakes.

6. 2023 Elementary Writing Contests: Opportunities and Tips
A detailed directory of upcoming writing contests for elementary students in 2023, including entry
requirements, deadlines, and prizes. This resource helps parents and teachers find contests suitable for their
children or students. It also offers advice on fostering a supportive writing environment at home and
school.

7. From Idea to Award: Elementary Writing Contest Success Stories 2023
This inspiring collection features real stories from elementary students who have won writing contests in
2023. Each story details the student’s writing process, challenges faced, and lessons learned. It aims to
motivate young writers by showing them that success is attainable with perseverance and creativity.

8. Fun and Easy Writing Contests for Kids: 2023 Edition
A kid-friendly guide highlighting fun and accessible writing contests for elementary students in 2023. It
includes lighthearted prompts and contests that encourage creativity without pressure. The book also
provides guidance on how to enjoy writing as a joyful and rewarding activity.

9. Mastering the Art of Writing Contests: Tips for Elementary Students 2023
This book teaches elementary students essential writing skills and contest strategies to help them stand out
in 2023 competitions. It covers topics such as voice, structure, and editing, with interactive exercises to
practice each skill. The book also includes advice on managing time and dealing with contest nerves.
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