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wwe smackdown womens championship history traces the evolution of one of the most prestigious titles in
WWE’s women’s division. Since its inception, the SmackDown Women’s Championship has showcased the talents
of numerous exceptional female wrestlers and has played a crucial role in elevating women’s wrestling within
the WWE universe. This article explores the origins, significant moments, top champions, and the championship’s
impact on the broader WWE landscape. By examining the championship’s timeline, key title changes, and legendary
matches, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of its importance. Additionally, this overview
highlights how the SmackDown Women’s Championship has contributed to the growth of women’s wrestling and
the ongoing evolution of WWE programming. Below is a detailed table of contents to guide the exploration of
this championship’s rich history.
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Origins and Establishment of the SmackDown Women’s Championship

The WWE SmackDown Women’s Championship was introduced as part of WWE’s brand extension, which divided
the roster into separate brands. This division created the need for individual women’s titles on both Raw and
SmackDown, allowing the female superstars to compete for distinct championships. The SmackDown Women’s
Championship was officially unveiled in 2016 to provide SmackDown’s women’s division with its own
prestigious title, complementing the Raw Women’s Championship. The creation of this championship marked a
significant step in WWE’s commitment to highlighting women’s wrestling on its primary brands.

Brand Split and Title Creation

The WWE brand split in 2016 led to a roster division, with SmackDown and Raw operating independently with
their own unique championships. As a result, the existing WWE Women’s Championship was renamed the Raw
Women’s Championship, and the SmackDown Women’s Championship was introduced. This move not only increased
competition but also gave female performers more opportunities to showcase their skills and gain recognition.
The establishment of the title coincided with WWE’s ongoing Women’s Evolution, a movement to enhance the
portrayal and booking of women wrestlers.

First Champion and Inaugural Tournament

The first SmackDown Women’s Champion was crowned through a highly anticipated tournament held shortly
after the title’s introduction. Becky Lynch emerged victorious, becoming the inaugural champion. Her triumph set
the tone for the championship’s prestige and competitive nature. The tournament featured some of WWE’s top
female talent, signaling the company’s investment in elevating women’s wrestling and creating compelling
storylines centered around the new title.



Notable Champions and Historic Title Reigns

Throughout its history, the SmackDown Women’s Championship has been held by many influential and
trailblazing female superstars. These champions have brought different styles, personalities, and legacies to
the title, helping to shape the championship’s identity. From record-setting reigns to groundbreaking moments, the
list of champions includes some of the most celebrated names in WWE history.

Record Holders and Milestones

Several wrestlers have left a lasting mark on the SmackDown Women’s Championship by setting records for
longest reigns, most title defenses, and multiple reigns. For example, Bayley’s reign is notable for its length and
dominant defenses, establishing her as one of the division’s most formidable champions. Sasha Banks and
Charlotte Flair have also had multiple reigns, each elevating the title’s prestige through memorable matches
and rivalries.

Champions Who Elevated the Title

In addition to record holders, champions like Naomi, Alexa Bliss, and Bianca Belair played critical roles in
bringing attention to the SmackDown Women’s Championship. Their unique in-ring styles, charisma, and
championship runs contributed to the title’s popularity and significance. Each reign brought fresh energy and
storylines to SmackDown’s women’s division, helping to maintain fan interest and competitive momentum.

Significant Matches and Rivalries

The SmackDown Women’s Championship has been the centerpiece of numerous high-profile matches and intense
rivalries. These contests have often been praised for their storytelling, athleticism, and emotional impact,
contributing to the larger narrative of WWE’s women’s division. Many of these matches took place on major
WWE events such as WrestleMania, SummerSlam, and Survivor Series.

Classic Championship Matches

Matches involving the SmackDown Women’s Championship have included a range of stipulations and formats,
from traditional one-on-one bouts to multi-woman ladder matches. Classic encounters, such as those between
Bayley and Sasha Banks, or Charlotte Flair and Becky Lynch, have showcased the wrestling abilities and
chemistry of the competitors. These matches often received critical acclaim and helped to push the boundaries
of women’s wrestling in WWE.

Rivalries That Defined the Title

Rivalries centered around the SmackDown Women’s Championship have significantly contributed to the title’s
legacy. Feuds between top stars like Charlotte Flair and Sasha Banks or Bianca Belair and Sasha Banks have
generated compelling storylines and memorable moments. These rivalries not only heightened the stakes for the
championship but also allowed for character development and fan engagement.

Championship Design and Symbolism

The physical design of the SmackDown Women’s Championship belt has evolved to reflect the brand’s identity
and WWE’s commitment to showcasing women’s wrestling with prestige and respect. The belt’s design
incorporates elements that symbolize the championship’s importance and its place within WWE’s hierarchy of



titles.

Original Design and Features

The original SmackDown Women’s Championship belt featured a blue color scheme representative of the
SmackDown brand. The design included a large central plate with the WWE logo prominently displayed,
surrounded by intricate detailing and side plates customizable to the reigning champion. This design emphasized
the championship’s status on SmackDown and differentiated it from other women’s titles.

Updates and Redesigns

Over time, the SmackDown Women’s Championship belt underwent updates to keep it fresh and aligned with
WWE’s evolving branding. These redesigns maintained the core elements but refined the aesthetics for modern
appeal. The belt’s symbolism continues to emphasize the strength, skill, and prestige associated with being a top
female competitor on SmackDown.

Impact on Women’s Wrestling in WWE

The WWE SmackDown Women’s Championship has played a pivotal role in advancing women’s wrestling within
the company. Its establishment and subsequent history have helped to shift perceptions, elevate performers, and
create new opportunities for female wrestlers. The championship has been instrumental in WWE’s broader
Women’s Evolution and ongoing efforts to promote gender equality in sports entertainment.

Elevating Female Talent

The presence of the SmackDown Women’s Championship has provided a platform for women wrestlers to
showcase their abilities on a grand stage. Holding the title often signifies a wrestler’s ascent to the top of the
division, boosting their visibility and credibility. This championship has helped launch the careers of several
stars and has been central to WWE’s narrative of empowering women athletes.

Influence on WWE Programming and Fans

The SmackDown Women’s Championship has influenced WWE programming by encouraging creative storytelling,
competitive matchups, and increased screen time for women’s wrestling. Fans have embraced the championship,
often praising the quality of matches and the passion of the competitors. As a result, the title has become a
symbol of progress and excellence in women’s professional wrestling.

Introduction of a distinct women’s championship for SmackDown in 2016

Becky Lynch as the inaugural SmackDown Women’s Champion

Notable champions including Bayley, Sasha Banks, Charlotte Flair, Naomi, Alexa Bliss, and Bianca Belair

Historic matches and rivalries that have elevated the title

Evolving championship belt design emphasizing brand identity and prestige

Significant role in WWE’s Women’s Evolution and the advancement of women’s wrestling



Frequently Asked Questions

When was the WWE SmackDown Women's Championship first introduced?

The WWE SmackDown Women's Championship was first introduced on August 23, 2016, during the WWE
brand split to serve as the women's title exclusive to the SmackDown brand.

Who was the inaugural WWE SmackDown Women's Champion?

Becky Lynch became the inaugural WWE SmackDown Women's Champion by winning a six-pack elimination
challenge at the Backlash pay-per-view on September 11, 2016.

Which wrestler holds the record for the longest single WWE SmackDown
Women's Championship reign?

Bayley holds the record for the longest single WWE SmackDown Women's Championship reign, which lasted
380 days from May 1, 2019, to May 27, 2020.

How many times has Charlotte Flair won the WWE SmackDown Women's
Championship?

Charlotte Flair has won the WWE SmackDown Women's Championship six times, making her one of the most
decorated champions in the title's history.

Has the WWE SmackDown Women's Championship ever been unified with
another women's title?

Yes, the WWE SmackDown Women's Championship was unified with the Raw Women's Championship at
WrestleMania 38 in 2022, resulting in the WWE Women's Championship as the unified title.

What notable milestone did Sasha Banks achieve with the SmackDown
Women's Championship?

Sasha Banks was the first woman to win the SmackDown Women's Championship and also held the title during
the first-ever women's Hell in a Cell match in 2016.

How has the WWE SmackDown Women's Championship design evolved over
time?

The WWE SmackDown Women's Championship belt has seen design updates, most notably in 2020 when it was
redesigned to match the men's SmackDown title with a blue background and updated WWE logo.

Who are some of the most influential WWE Superstars in the SmackDown
Women's Championship history?

Influential Superstars include Becky Lynch, Charlotte Flair, Bayley, Sasha Banks, and Carmella, all of whom
have had significant reigns and helped elevate the prestige of the SmackDown Women's Championship.



Additional Resources
1. Queens of the Ring: The History of the WWE SmackDown Women’s Championship
This book traces the evolution of the SmackDown Women’s Championship from its inception to the present day.
It highlights key matches, rivalries, and moments that defined the title's prestige. Readers will gain insight into
the wrestlers who shaped the championship’s legacy and its impact on women’s wrestling.

2. SmackDown Showstoppers: Legendary Women’s Championship Matches
Focusing on the most iconic bouts for the SmackDown Women’s Championship, this book offers detailed recaps
and analysis of unforgettable matches. It explores the storytelling, athleticism, and drama that made these
contests stand out. Fans will appreciate the behind-the-scenes perspectives and wrestler interviews included.

3. Champions of Change: The Women Who Revolutionized WWE SmackDown
This inspiring book profiles the women who broke barriers and elevated the SmackDown Women’s Championship. It
discusses their journeys, challenges, and triumphs within the WWE universe. The narrative showcases how
these athletes pushed the boundaries of women’s wrestling on SmackDown.

4. The Rise and Reign: Dominant SmackDown Women’s Champions
Highlighting the most dominant title reigns in SmackDown Women’s Championship history, this book delves into
the strategies and personas that helped champions maintain their hold on the belt. It examines how these reigns
influenced the division and the larger WWE landscape.

5. SmackDown Women’s Championship: A Decade of Drama and Excellence
This comprehensive volume covers ten years of the SmackDown Women’s Championship, chronicling its key
storylines and championship changes. It includes timelines, match statistics, and memorable promos that shaped
the division. The book is an essential resource for fans seeking a detailed historical account.

6. Breaking Barriers: Women’s Wrestling and the SmackDown Title Revolution
This book explores the cultural and industry shifts that accompanied the rise of the SmackDown Women’s
Championship. It highlights how the title symbolized progress in women’s wrestling and WWE’s commitment to
equality. Through interviews and analysis, it presents a broader view of the championship’s significance.

7. SmackDown Women’s Championship Rivalries: Feuds That Made History
Delving into the most intense and memorable rivalries for the SmackDown Women’s Championship, this book
examines the personal and professional conflicts that captivated audiences. It explores how these feuds
elevated the title’s prestige and contributed to the wrestlers’ legacies.

8. From Underdogs to Champions: The Journey of SmackDown Women’s Title Holders
This narrative-driven book follows the personal stories of various SmackDown Women’s Champions, focusing
on their struggles and successes. It provides a humanizing look at the athletes behind the championship and their
evolution within WWE’s competitive environment.

9. SmackDown Women’s Championship: The Art of Wrestling and Storytelling
This book analyzes the unique blend of athleticism and narrative that defines the SmackDown Women’s
Championship matches. It discusses how storytelling techniques enhance the drama and audience investment in the
title’s contests. Wrestling fans and scholars alike will find valuable insights into the craft of WWE women’s
wrestling.
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