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The New York Yankees, one of the most iconic franchises in Major League Baseball (MLB), have a
rich history, particularly at the first base position. With a legacy that spans over a century, the
Yankees have seen numerous players step up to the plate at first base, each leaving their mark on
the team and the sport. This article will delve into the history of Yankees first basemen, highlighting
key players, memorable moments, and the evolution of the role within the franchise.

Early Years of the Yankees at First Base

The Yankees, originally founded in 1901 as the Baltimore Orioles and later moving to New York in
1903, saw their first baseman position evolve significantly throughout the early 20th century. The
first known player to hold the position was Hal Chase, who played for the Yankees from 1903 to
1912. Chase was known for his exceptional fielding skills, earning a reputation as one of the best
defensive first basemen of his era.

The 1920s: A Decade of Greatness

The 1920s marked a transformative period for the Yankees, coinciding with the emergence of
several Hall of Fame players. During this decade, the first base position was held by several notable
players:

1. Wally Pipp (1915-1925): Perhaps most famous for being replaced by Lou Gehrig in 1925, Pipp was
a solid first baseman who played a pivotal role in the Yankees’ lineup before Gehrig took over.
2. Lou Gehrig (1923-1939): Gehrig is arguably the most iconic first baseman in Yankees history. With
a .340 batting average, 493 home runs, and 1,995 RBIs, he was a two-time MVP and a key
contributor to the Yankees’ success during the 1920s and 1930s. His legacy continues to resonate,
and he is remembered not just for his on-field achievements but also for his courage in facing ALS, a
disease that ultimately took his life.

The Golden Age: 1930s to 1950s

The Yankees dominated baseball during the 1930s and 1940s, and Gehrig was a central figure in this
success. After his retirement in 1939, the team faced a transition in the first base position.

Post-Gehrig Era

Following Gehrig's retirement, the Yankees had several players fill the first base role:



- Johnny Sturm (1941-1943): Sturm was a competent player who contributed to the team during his
time but was unable to fill Gehrig's shoes.
- Nick Etten (1943-1946): Etten provided solid production at the plate and was known for his power-
hitting abilities.
- Joe Collins (1945-1957): Collins became a reliable presence at first base, contributing to the
Yankees’ continued success in the 1950s.

During this period, the Yankees won multiple World Series titles, and the first base position
remained crucial in their lineup.

The 1960s to 1980s: Changes and Challenges

The 1960s and 1970s were tumultuous years for the Yankees, marked by ups and downs. The first
base position saw several notable players but struggled to find a consistent star.

Key First Basemen of the Era

1. Bill Skowron (1954-1962): A four-time All-Star, Skowron was a strong hitter who played a
significant role in the Yankees’ success during the late 1950s.
2. Mike Hegan (1964-1968): Hegan played a more utility role but was known for his versatility and
solid defense.
3. Chris Chambliss (1971-1979): Chambliss is remembered for his clutch hitting and was
instrumental in the Yankees' 1976 pennant-winning season, famously clinching the pennant with a
home run against the Kansas City Royals.

The late 1970s saw the Yankees return to prominence, culminating in World Series titles in 1977 and
1978.

The 1980s: A Decade of Transition

The 1980s were a challenging time for the Yankees, marked by a lack of consistent success. The first
base position experienced several changes as the team sought to rebuild.

Notable First Basemen of the 1980s

- Don Mattingly (1982-1995): Perhaps one of the most beloved players in Yankees history, Mattingly
was a six-time All-Star and won the MVP award in 1985. Known for his exceptional defensive skills
and powerful left-handed bat, Mattingly is often regarded as one of the best first basemen of his era.
- Mike Pagliarulo (1985-1990): Pagliarulo played primarily at third base but also filled in at first base
during his time with the team.

Despite Mattingly's excellence, the Yankees struggled to reach the postseason during much of the
'80s, leading to significant changes in the organization.



The 1990s: A Resurgence and Championship Years

The 1990s marked a renaissance for the Yankees, as they returned to dominance in MLB. With a
new wave of talent, the first base position remained crucial to the team’s success.

Key Contributors

1. Tino Martinez (1996-2001): Martinez was a key figure for the Yankees during their late '90s
dynasty, providing power and clutch hitting. He played a significant role in the Yankees’ success,
including championships in 1996, 1998, 1999, and 2000.
2. Jason Giambi (2002-2008): A former MVP, Giambi brought a combination of power and on-base
percentage to the Yankees. His time with the team was marked by both individual success and
challenges, including injuries and controversies.

The 2000s to Present: The Modern Era

In the 2000s, the Yankees continued to search for stability at first base while facing challenges in
maintaining their championship-caliber performance.

Recent First Basemen

- Mark Teixeira (2009-2016): Teixeira was a significant addition to the Yankees, known for his
defensive prowess and power-hitting abilities. He played a crucial role in the Yankees' 2009 World
Series championship.
- Greg Bird (2015-2019): Bird was a highly touted prospect who showed flashes of brilliance but
struggled with injuries throughout his career.
- DJ LeMahieu (2019-present): While primarily a second baseman, LeMahieu has filled in at first
base effectively, proving to be a versatile player contributing to the Yankees' success.

Conclusion

The history of Yankees first basemen showcases a lineage of talent, resilience, and evolution. From
Hal Chase to Lou Gehrig and onward to Mark Teixeira, each player has contributed to the legacy of
one of baseball's most storied franchises. The role of the first baseman has continued to adapt over
the years, reflecting changes in the game and the Yankees' strategic approach to building a
championship-caliber roster. As the Yankees move forward, they will continue to seek out players
who can uphold the rich tradition of excellence at this pivotal position. The legacy of the Yankees'
first basemen is not just about statistics and accolades; it is about the moments that have defined a
franchise and captivated fans for generations.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first baseman for the New York Yankees during
their 1927 championship season?
The first baseman for the New York Yankees during the 1927 championship season was Wally Pipp.

Which New York Yankees first baseman is known for his iconic
'Murderers' Row' lineup?
Lou Gehrig is the New York Yankees first baseman known for being part of the iconic 'Murderers'
Row' lineup.

What milestone did Don Mattingly achieve during his career
as the Yankees first baseman?
Don Mattingly achieved the milestone of winning the American League MVP award in 1985 during
his career as the Yankees first baseman.

How did Tino Martinez contribute to the Yankees' success in
the late 1990s?
Tino Martinez contributed to the Yankees' success in the late 1990s by being a key player in their
offense, helping the team win four World Series titles from 1996 to 2000.

Who succeeded Don Mattingly as the Yankees' first baseman
in the 1990s?
Tino Martinez succeeded Don Mattingly as the Yankees' first baseman in the 1990s.

Which Yankees first baseman was known for his powerful
hitting and was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1939?
Lou Gehrig, known for his powerful hitting, was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1939.

Who was the Yankees' first baseman during the 2009 World
Series championship?
Mark Teixeira was the Yankees' first baseman during the 2009 World Series championship.
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