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If you are a proud owner of a Yard Machine 42 inch riding mower, understanding how to operate
and maintain your mower is crucial for optimal performance and longevity. This comprehensive
article will guide you through the essential features, maintenance tips, and troubleshooting steps
outlined in the manual for your mower. Whether you are a seasoned operator or a beginner, this
guide will provide you with all the information you need to keep your mower in top condition.

Overview of the Yard Machine 42 Inch Riding Mower

The Yard Machine 42 inch riding mower is designed for residential mowing, offering a blend of
power, efficiency, and ease of use. With a 42-inch cutting deck, this mower is ideal for medium to
large-sized lawns. It features a reliable engine, comfortable seating, and various amenities that
enhance the mowing experience.

Key Specifications

Before delving into the manual, let’s review some key specifications of the Yard Machine 42 inch
riding mower:

- Engine Type: Typically a 420cc or similar engine
- Cutting Width: 42 inches
- Cutting Height: Adjustable from 1 to 4 inches
- Transmission: Automatic or manual depending on the model
- Fuel Capacity: Approximately 1.5 gallons
- Weight: Around 380 pounds

Getting Started

Before you start using your mower, it’s important to familiarize yourself with the various controls
and features.

Controls and Features

1. Ignition Switch: Located on the dashboard, this switch starts and stops the engine.
2. Throttle Control: Adjusts the engine speed and power output.
3. Cutting Height Adjustment: A lever or knob that allows you to set the desired cutting height.
4. Blade Engagement Switch: Activates the mower blades when in motion.
5. Steering Wheel: Provides directional control for the mower.



6. Brake Pedal: Used to stop the mower and engage the parking brake.
7. Forward/Reverse Pedals: Control movement direction.

Preparation Steps Before Mowing

Before you take your mower out for its first cut, follow these preparation steps:

1. Check Fuel Levels: Ensure the gas tank is filled with fresh fuel.
2. Inspect Oil Levels: Check the oil level using the dipstick and top off if necessary.
3. Inspect Blades: Ensure the mower blades are sharp and free of debris.
4. Check Tire Pressure: Ensure all tires are inflated to the recommended pressure.
5. Clean the Mower Deck: Remove any grass clippings or debris from the mower deck.

Operating the Yard Machine 42 Inch Riding Mower

Operating the mower requires careful attention to safety and proper techniques.

Starting the Mower

To start your Yard Machine riding mower:

1. Ensure the mower is in neutral.
2. Sit on the seat and fasten your seatbelt (if equipped).
3. Turn the ignition switch to the “On” position.
4. Engage the throttle to a moderate speed.
5. Press the ignition switch to start the engine.

Adjusting the Cutting Height

To adjust the cutting height:

1. Locate the cutting height adjustment lever.
2. Shift the lever to your desired height setting.
3. Test the height by mowing a small area to ensure it meets your preferences.

Mowing Techniques

When mowing, consider the following techniques for best results:

- Mow in Straight Lines: Start from one side of the lawn and work in rows.
- Overlap Passes: Slightly overlap each pass to ensure even cutting.



- Change Directions: Alternate mowing directions each time to prevent tire ruts.
- Avoid Wet Grass: Mow when the grass is dry to achieve a cleaner cut.

Maintenance of the Yard Machine 42 Inch Riding
Mower

Regular maintenance is essential to ensure your mower operates efficiently and lasts for many years.

Routine Maintenance Checklist

1. Oil Change: Change the oil every 50 hours of use or at least once a season.
2. Air Filter Replacement: Inspect and replace the air filter as needed, at least once per season.
3. Spark Plug Inspection: Check and replace the spark plug annually.
4. Blade Sharpening: Sharpen the blades every 20-25 hours of mowing.
5. Battery Maintenance: Clean the battery terminals and check the charge regularly.
6. Tire Inspection: Check for wear and adequate pressure before each use.

Storing the Mower

When storing your mower for extended periods:

- Clean the mower thoroughly.
- Store in a dry, sheltered location.
- Disconnect the battery if storing for more than a month.
- Run the engine until it runs out of fuel to prevent gumming.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even the best equipment can experience issues. Here’s how to troubleshoot some common problems
with the Yard Machine 42 inch riding mower.

Engine Won’t Start

- Check the Fuel Level: Ensure there is adequate fuel in the tank.
- Inspect Battery: Make sure the battery is charged and connections are secure.
- Check Safety Features: Ensure the brake is engaged and the seat switch is functioning.



Mower Blades Won't Engage

- Inspect Blade Engagement Switch: Check if it’s functioning properly.
- Check Belt Condition: Ensure the drive belt is intact and not worn.
- Look for Obstructions: Remove any debris blocking the blades.

Uneven Cutting

- Check Cutting Height: Ensure all blades are set to the same height.
- Inspect Blades: Make sure the blades are sharp and not damaged.
- Tire Pressure: Ensure all tires are inflated to the correct pressure.

Conclusion

The Yard Machine 42 inch riding mower is a reliable tool for maintaining your lawn. Familiarizing
yourself with the manual and following the guidelines outlined in this article will help you operate
and maintain your mower effectively. Regular maintenance, proper operation techniques, and
troubleshooting will ensure that you enjoy a well-manicured lawn for years to come. Always refer
back to your owner’s manual for specific instructions and safety precautions tailored to your mower
model. Happy mowing!

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the manual for a Yard Machine 42 inch
riding mower?
You can find the manual for a Yard Machine 42 inch riding mower on the official MTD website or by
searching for the model number on online platforms like ManualsLib or Scribd.

What type of oil is recommended for the Yard Machine 42 inch
riding mower?
The recommended oil type for the Yard Machine 42 inch riding mower is SAE 30 for warmer
temperatures and SAE 10W-30 for cooler temperatures.

How do I change the blades on a Yard Machine 42 inch riding
mower?
To change the blades on a Yard Machine 42 inch riding mower, first, ensure the mower is off and
disconnected from the power source. Use a wrench to remove the blade bolts, replace the old blades
with new ones, and secure them tightly.



What is the fuel capacity of a Yard Machine 42 inch riding
mower?
The fuel capacity of a Yard Machine 42 inch riding mower is typically around 1.5 gallons.

How often should I perform maintenance on my Yard Machine
42 inch riding mower?
It is recommended to perform maintenance on your Yard Machine 42 inch riding mower every 50
hours of use or at least once a season, which includes checking the oil, air filter, and blades.

What should I do if my Yard Machine 42 inch riding mower
won't start?
If your Yard Machine 42 inch riding mower won't start, check the fuel level, ensure the battery is
charged, inspect the spark plug for damage, and verify that the safety features are not engaged.
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