
you can t always get what you want rolling stones

you can t always get what you want rolling stones stands as one of the most iconic songs by the

legendary British rock band The Rolling Stones. Released in 1969, this track has transcended

generations, resonating deeply with audiences worldwide due to its profound lyrics and memorable

melody. The song’s message about the unpredictability of life and the inevitability of disappointment

has made it a timeless anthem. In this article, the exploration focuses on the background, lyrical

analysis, musical composition, and cultural impact of "you can t always get what you want rolling

stones." Additionally, the song’s legacy and its role within the broader scope of rock music history are

examined in detail. This comprehensive overview offers insight into why this particular song remains a

significant piece of musical artistry. Below is a detailed table of contents to guide the discussion.
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Background and Release

The song "you can t always get what you want rolling stones" was first released in 1969 as part of the

album "Let It Bleed." It was written by Mick Jagger and Keith Richards, the principal songwriting duo of



The Rolling Stones. The track was recorded in London and is noted for its distinctive blend of rock,

gospel, and classical influences. The inclusion of the London Bach Choir adds a unique dimension that

enhances its epic quality. The song’s release came at a pivotal moment in rock history, reflecting the

social and political turbulence of the late 1960s.

Recording Process

The recording sessions for the song involved multiple studios and took several months to complete.

The use of a choir was an innovative move for The Rolling Stones, marking a departure from their

usual sound. Producer Jimmy Miller played a crucial role in shaping the final version, ensuring that the

layers of instruments and vocals were balanced to create a powerful sonic experience.

Initial Reception

Upon its release, "you can t always get what you want rolling stones" received critical acclaim for its

ambitious arrangement and insightful lyrics. Although it was not released as a single initially, it quickly

became a fan favorite and a staple in the band's live performances. Over time, it has been recognized

as one of The Rolling Stones’ greatest songs.

Lyrics and Themes

The lyrical content of "you can t always get what you want rolling stones" explores themes of desire,

disappointment, and acceptance. The song narrates various scenarios where individuals face setbacks

but ultimately find that their needs are met in unexpected ways. This message of resilience and

perspective resonates universally, contributing to the song’s enduring appeal.



Key Messages

The refrain, "you can't always get what you want, but if you try sometimes, you might find, you get

what you need," encapsulates the central philosophy of the song. It suggests a balance between

aspiration and realism, encouraging listeners to accept life's imperfections while remaining hopeful.

Symbolism and Storytelling

The song’s verses present vivid vignettes, including

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind 'You Can't Always Get What You Want' by

The Rolling Stones?

The song conveys the message that while life doesn't always give you what you desire, you can often

find something valuable or desirable in what you do get.

When was 'You Can't Always Get What You Want' released by The

Rolling Stones?

It was released in 1969 as part of The Rolling Stones' album 'Let It Bleed.'

Who wrote 'You Can't Always Get What You Want'?

The song was written by Mick Jagger and Keith Richards of The Rolling Stones.



What famous choir contributed to 'You Can't Always Get What You

Want'?

The London Bach Choir provided the choral backing on the track, giving it a distinctive and memorable

sound.

Has 'You Can't Always Get What You Want' been used in any notable

films or events?

Yes, the song has been featured in various films, commercials, and significant events, including

political rallies and TV shows, highlighting its enduring popularity.

What genre does 'You Can't Always Get What You Want' belong to?

The song is primarily rock with elements of blues and gospel, showcasing The Rolling Stones' diverse

musical style.

How has 'You Can't Always Get What You Want' influenced popular

culture?

The song's message and memorable chorus have made it an anthem for resilience and acceptance,

frequently referenced and covered by artists across different genres.

Additional Resources

1. Can't Always Get What You Want: The Rolling Stones and the Evolution of Rock

This book explores the cultural and musical impact of The Rolling Stones, focusing on their iconic song

"You Can't Always Get What You Want." It delves into the band's history, the socio-political context of

the 1960s and 70s, and how their music reflected and influenced societal changes. The narrative also

examines the song’s meaning and its enduring legacy in rock music.



2. The Rolling Stones: Satisfaction and Struggle in Rock History

A comprehensive biography of The Rolling Stones, this book highlights the band's journey from

rebellious youth to rock legends. It provides insight into their creative processes, tumultuous

relationships, and the stories behind their greatest hits, including "You Can't Always Get What You

Want." The author also discusses the band's role in shaping modern music culture.

3. Lyrics and Legends: The Stories Behind The Rolling Stones' Greatest Hits

This book offers a deep dive into the stories, inspirations, and meanings behind key Rolling Stones

songs. "You Can't Always Get What You Want" is examined in detail, revealing its lyrical depth and

the circumstances surrounding its creation. Readers gain a greater appreciation for the songwriting

craft of Mick Jagger and Keith Richards.

4. Rock Anthems and Social Change: The Soundtrack of a Generation

Focusing on how rock music, including songs like "You Can't Always Get What You Want," has

influenced social movements, this book analyzes the intersection of music and activism. It highlights

The Rolling Stones’ contribution to the soundtrack of political and cultural revolutions. The narrative

emphasizes music as a powerful tool for expressing collective hopes and frustrations.

5. From Blues to Rock: The Musical Roots of The Rolling Stones

This book traces The Rolling Stones’ musical influences, from American blues to British rock. It

explains how these roots shaped their sound and led to iconic tracks like "You Can't Always Get What

You Want." The author provides a rich historical context to understand the evolution of their style and

impact.

6. The Philosophy of Rock: Meaning and Message in The Rolling Stones' Music

Exploring philosophical themes in rock music, this book uses "You Can't Always Get What You Want"

as a case study to discuss desire, disappointment, and acceptance. It connects the song’s lyrics to

broader existential questions and cultural reflections. The work encourages readers to consider how

music articulates complex human experiences.

7. The Rolling Stones: Behind the Scenes of a Legendary Band



An insider’s look at the dynamics within The Rolling Stones, this book reveals personal stories,

challenges, and triumphs. It sheds light on the creative collaborations that produced songs like "You

Can't Always Get What You Want." Fans learn about the band's offstage lives and the business of

being rock icons.

8. Music and Memory: How Songs Like 'You Can't Always Get What You Want' Shape Our Lives

This psychological exploration examines how music influences emotions and memories. Using The

Rolling Stones’ classic hit as a focal point, the book discusses music’s power to evoke nostalgia and

shape identity. It combines scientific research with personal anecdotes to illustrate music’s profound

impact.

9. The Sound of Rebellion: The Rolling Stones and the Spirit of the 1960s

This book captures the rebellious energy of the 1960s through the lens of The Rolling Stones’ music. It

situates "You Can't Always Get What You Want" within the decade’s cultural upheavals and youth

movements. The author portrays the band as emblematic of a generation’s quest for freedom and

change.
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