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Young Prince Philip: His Turbulent Early Life

Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, is a figure often associated with his later years as the consort of
Queen Elizabeth II. However, the early life of the man who would become one of the most
recognizable figures in the British royal family was marked by upheaval, displacement, and the
challenges of an unconventional upbringing. Born into a royal family but raised under tumultuous
circumstances, young Philip's formative years were anything but ordinary. This article delves into
the early life of Prince Philip, exploring the factors that shaped his character and the man he would
eventually become.

Background and Birth

Prince Philip was born on June 10, 1921, on the Greek island of Corfu. He was the only son of Prince
Andrew of Greece and Denmark and Princess Alice of Battenberg. His birth came during a time of
great political unrest in Greece. The Greek monarchy faced significant challenges, including a series
of military coups and the ongoing struggle for power.

- Parentage:

- Father: Prince Andrew of Greece and Denmark
- Mother: Princess Alice of Battenberg

- Birthplace: Corfu, Greece

Philip's lineage was impressive; he was a prince not only of Greece but also of Denmark. However,
his royal heritage would soon be overshadowed by the political turmoil surrounding his family.

Exile and Displacement

At the tender age of 18 months, Philip's life took a drastic turn when his family was forced into exile.
In 1922, following the Greco-Turkish War, King Constantine I of Greece was deposed. Philip's father,
Prince Andrew, was implicated in the political upheaval and fled with his family to France. This
marked the beginning of a nomadic existence for young Philip.

Life in Exile

Living in exile, Philip's family struggled financially, and their royal status offered little comfort. The
family moved to Paris, where they lived in relative obscurity. The experience of exile significantly
impacted Philip's childhood, shaping his identity and worldview.

1. Living Conditions:
- The family resided in a small apartment in Paris.
- Financial difficulties meant limited resources for luxuries or comforts.



2. Education:

- Philip’s education was disrupted; he attended several schools across Europe.

- Although he was a bright student, the instability of his living situation hindered his academic
progress.

Despite the challenges, Philip displayed resilience and adaptability. These traits would later serve
him well as he navigated the complexities of royal life.

Connections to the British Royal Family

As Philip grew older, he became increasingly aware of his ties to the British royal family. His mother,
Princess Alice, was a granddaughter of Queen Victoria, connecting him directly to the British
monarchy. This connection would play a crucial role in his life as he sought a sense of belonging
amid the turmoil that characterized his early years.

Family Dynamics

Philip's relationship with his family was complicated. His mother, who suffered from mental health
issues, was largely absent during his formative years. As a result, Philip developed a strong sense of
independence.

- Mother: Princess Alice struggled with mental health, often leading to prolonged absences.
- Father: Prince Andrew was frequently away due to political obligations, further contributing to
Philip's feelings of isolation.

These familial dynamics instilled in Philip a sense of responsibility, as he often took on a caretaker
role for his sisters. He had four sisters—Margaret, Theodora, Cecilie, and Sophie—who were also
affected by their parents' challenges.

Education and Military Service

In his teenage years, Philip’s education became more structured. In 1934, at the age of 13, he
enrolled at Gordonstoun School in Scotland, which had been founded by Kurt Hahn, a German
educator. This school emphasized character development, leadership, and self-reliance—values that
would resonate with Philip throughout his life.

Gordonstoun School

Gordonstoun was a turning point for Philip. Here, he learned valuable lessons in resilience and
teamwork, and he became an accomplished athlete. Some key aspects of his time at Gordonstoun
include:

- Sports: Philip excelled in various sports, particularly sailing and football.



- Leadership: He developed strong leadership skills, which would later benefit him in his royal
duties.

After his time at Gordonstoun, Philip enrolled in the Royal Navy in 1939, just before the outbreak of
World War II. His military service would further shape his character and provide him with a sense of
purpose.

World War II and Personal Growth

The outbreak of World War II marked a significant transition in Philip's life. He served with
distinction in the Royal Navy, rising through the ranks and participating in key naval battles. His
experiences during the war had a profound impact on him and defined his views on duty and service.

Service and Leadership

Philip's naval career was marked by several notable achievements:

1. Promotion: He became the youngest First Lieutenant in the Royal Navy at the age of 21.
2. Battles: He served in the Mediterranean and the Pacific, participating in significant naval
operations.

Through the rigors of military life, Philip developed a strong sense of duty, discipline, and
camaraderie. These experiences would later influence his roles within the royal family and his public
service.

Meeting Elizabeth and the Beginning of a New Chapter

It was during the war that Philip’s life would take a pivotal turn. In 1939, he met Princess Elizabeth,
the future Queen, at the Royal Naval College in Dartmouth. Their initial meeting marked the
beginning of a lifelong partnership that would endure numerous challenges.

Love and Engagement

Despite their royal backgrounds, the couple faced numerous obstacles:

- Family Opposition: Elizabeth's parents were initially hesitant about the match, concerned about
Philip's foreign lineage and lack of wealth.

- War Pressures: The war complicated their relationship, as Philip was deployed and Elizabeth
remained in England.

However, their love endured, and they became engaged in 1946. Their wedding took place on
November 20, 1947, at Westminster Abbey, signifying the start of a new chapter for both Philip and
Elizabeth.



Conclusion: A Legacy of Resilience

Young Prince Philip's early life was a tapestry woven with threads of adversity, displacement, and
resilience. His experiences shaped not only his character but also his approach to his role as a
husband, father, and public servant. The challenges he faced in his formative years equipped him
with the tools necessary to navigate the complexities of royal life, ultimately preparing him for the
significant role he would play alongside Queen Elizabeth II.

As we reflect on the turbulent early life of Prince Philip, we see a man who overcame the odds,
proving that even in the face of adversity, one can cultivate strength and purpose. His legacy is a
testament to the power of resilience and the importance of finding one’s place in the world, no
matter the challenges that arise.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the key challenges Philip faced during his
childhood?

Philip faced numerous challenges during his childhood, including the instability of his family's
situation, as they were forced to flee Greece when he was just a baby due to political turmoil. He
also experienced a fragmented upbringing, living in various countries and being separated from his
parents.

How did Philip's early life influence his character and future
roles?

Philip's turbulent early life instilled in him a sense of resilience and adaptability. Growing up in a
dysfunctional family and experiencing displacement contributed to his determination to carve out his
own identity, which later helped him in his role as consort to Queen Elizabeth II.

What was Philip's relationship with his family like during his
formative years?

Philip's relationship with his family was strained. His mother was institutionalized when he was
young, and his father was often absent. This lack of a stable family environment contributed to his
feelings of isolation and the need for independence.

How did Philip adapt to his education after moving to the UK?

After moving to the UK, Philip attended several schools, where he had to adapt quickly to new
environments and cultures. He attended Gordonstoun School in Scotland, which emphasized outdoor
activities and self-discipline, helping him develop leadership skills and resilience.



What role did Philip's naval career play in shaping his early
adulthood?

Philip's naval career provided him with structure and a sense of purpose after his tumultuous
childhood. Joining the Royal Navy during World War II allowed him to channel his energy into
service and leadership, ultimately shaping his future path as a royal consort.

How did Philip's early experiences affect his view on monarchy
and duty?

Philip's early experiences, marked by instability and a lack of traditional family support, led him to
have a complex view of monarchy and duty. He valued service and commitment, which influenced
his approach to royal responsibilities and his support for Queen Elizabeth II throughout their
marriage.
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