
your guide to rci
Your guide to RCI is an essential resource for anyone interested in vacation ownership,
timeshares, and the exciting world of travel. RCI, or Resort Condominiums International, is a leading
global vacation exchange network that provides members with the opportunity to trade their
timeshare weeks for stays at various resorts around the world. This guide will delve into the
intricacies of RCI, including how it works, the benefits of membership, tips for maximizing your
experience, and common questions potential members may have.

What is RCI?

RCI was founded in 1974 and has grown to become the world’s largest vacation exchange network.
With over 4,300 affiliated resorts in more than 100 countries, RCI allows members to exchange their
timeshare accommodations for different locations and experiences. This flexibility makes it easier for
vacation owners to enjoy new destinations and accommodations without needing to purchase
additional timeshares.

How RCI Works

Understanding how RCI functions is crucial for maximizing your membership. Here’s a breakdown of
the process:

1. Become a Member

To take advantage of RCI’s extensive network, you must first become a member. This typically
involves purchasing a timeshare at an RCI-affiliated resort. After purchasing, you can enroll in RCI,
which may require a one-time fee and an annual membership fee.

2. Deposit Your Timeshare Week

Once you're a member, you can deposit your timeshare week into the RCI exchange pool. This step
is vital; it allows you to trade your week for a stay at a different resort. Depositing your week usually
occurs several months in advance of your desired travel dates.

3. Search for Available Resorts

After depositing, you can search RCI’s extensive database for available resorts. You can filter your
search based on various criteria, including location, resort amenities, and travel dates.



4. Confirm Your Exchange

Once you find a suitable resort, you can confirm your exchange. RCI will provide you with all the
necessary details, including check-in procedures and additional fees if applicable.

5. Enjoy Your Vacation!

Finally, you can enjoy your vacation at the resort of your choice, making the most of your time away
from home.

Benefits of RCI Membership

Joining RCI offers several notable benefits that can enhance your vacation experiences:

Flexibility in Travel: RCI allows you to travel to various destinations, giving you the freedom
to explore new places rather than being tied to a single location.

Diverse Choices: With thousands of affiliated resorts, you can choose from a wide array of
accommodations, ranging from luxury resorts to cozy cottages.

Global Network: RCI’s reach spans the globe, making it easy to find vacation opportunities in
popular tourist destinations, hidden gems, and everything in between.

Member Discounts: RCI often provides exclusive discounts on travel services, activities, and
excursions, further enhancing your travel experience.

Online Tools: The RCI website and app offer user-friendly tools for searching, booking, and
managing your vacations, making the process seamless.

Maximizing Your RCI Experience

To get the most out of your RCI membership, consider these tips:

1. Plan Ahead

The earlier you deposit your week and search for exchanges, the better your chances of securing
your desired resort and dates. Aim to plan your vacations at least a year in advance to enjoy the best
options.



2. Explore Off-Peak Travel

Traveling during off-peak seasons can yield significant savings and increase your chances of finding
available resorts. Many timeshare owners deposit their weeks during peak travel times, making off-
peak periods a great option for savvy travelers.

3. Use RCI’s Online Resources

Take advantage of RCI’s website and mobile app to browse available resorts, read reviews, and
compare amenities. This can help you make informed decisions about where to stay.

4. Stay Flexible

Being open to different destinations and travel dates can enhance your experience. If you are
flexible, you may find great deals and unique resorts that you might not have considered otherwise.

5. Join RCI Points Program

Consider enrolling in RCI’s Points Program if you want more flexibility. This program allows
members to convert their weeks into points, which can be used for shorter stays, last-minute
getaways, or even non-timeshare accommodations.

Common Questions About RCI

As you navigate the world of RCI, you may have some questions. Here are answers to some
frequently asked queries:

1. Is RCI membership worth it?

For avid travelers who own timeshares, RCI membership can provide significant value by offering
flexibility and access to a broader range of vacation options. The ability to explore new destinations
without the need for additional timeshare purchases can be a major benefit.

2. Are there additional fees associated with exchanging?

Yes, while the initial membership fee covers the basics, there may be additional fees for exchanging
weeks, booking accommodations, and other services. It’s essential to review these fees and budget
accordingly.



3. Can I exchange my timeshare for a hotel stay?

RCI also offers options for exchanging timeshares for hotel stays or other types of accommodations
through their partnership with various travel providers. This can be a great option for shorter trips
or last-minute travel plans.

4. What happens if I can’t find an exchange?

If you don’t find a suitable exchange, RCI allows you to roll over your deposited week to the next
year, provided you meet certain conditions. However, it’s always best to plan ahead and search early
to avoid this situation.

Conclusion

Your guide to RCI has provided valuable insights into the world of vacation ownership and
exchange. By understanding how RCI works, the benefits of membership, and tips for enhancing
your experience, you can make the most of your timeshare investment. Whether you’re looking to
explore new destinations or enjoy the comforts of home away from home, RCI opens up a world of
travel possibilities that can enrich your life and create lasting memories.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is RCI and how does it work?
RCI, or Resorts Condominiums International, is a vacation exchange network that allows timeshare
owners to exchange their timeshare weeks for stays at different resorts around the world. Members
deposit their timeshare week into the RCI system and receive points or the ability to book other
properties based on availability.

How do I become a member of RCI?
To become a member of RCI, you need to own a timeshare at a participating resort. Once you have
your timeshare, you can enroll in RCI through your resort or directly on the RCI website by paying
an annual membership fee.

What are the benefits of using RCI?
Benefits of using RCI include access to thousands of resorts worldwide, flexibility in vacation
planning, the ability to exchange your timeshare for different locations and accommodations, and
the option to book short stays or cruises in addition to traditional timeshare exchanges.



Are there any fees associated with RCI membership?
Yes, RCI members typically pay an annual membership fee, as well as exchange fees when booking a
vacation through the system. Additional costs may apply for optional services like upgrading
accommodations or booking last-minute trips.

How can I maximize my RCI membership?
To maximize your RCI membership, plan your vacations in advance, be flexible with your travel
dates and destinations, consider using RCI’s Last Call and Extra Vacations deals for discounted
stays, and regularly check for new inventory and promotions on the RCI website.

What should I know about RCI's cancellation policies?
RCI's cancellation policies vary depending on the type of booking you have. Generally, members can
cancel their exchanges but may incur cancellation fees and lose their deposited week if not canceled
within a certain timeframe. Always review specific cancellation terms at the time of booking.
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